A case of tubulocystic carcinoma of the kidney with aggressive features.
Tubulocystic carcinoma of the kidney is rare and typically indolent. Our case involved an aggressive tubulocystic carcinoma as well as the radiological confirmation of its relation to papillary renal cell carcinoma. A 46-year-old male presented with renal multiloculated cysts with a solid part. On computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging, the solid part showed the characteristics of papillary renal cell carcinoma. Contrast enhancement of the solid part was fluffy and sparse because of the coexistence of cysts. Perirenal fat invasion resulted in exophytic cysts, and renal-hilar cystic lymph node metastasis existed. The histopathological diagnosis was tubulocystic carcinoma associated with areas of papillary renal cell carcinoma and poorly differentiated carcinoma with metastasis. Our case suggests that the solid part enhancement of tubulocystic carcinoma tends to be fluffy and sparse, and exophytic cysts and cystic lymph nodes may show radiologically aggressive findings.